3 August
Monday 3	the defence of madrid
North of Madrid, Government forces are said to have been
reinforced by a strong detachment of workers from Valencia.
Forty miles west of Madrid another Government column is
hoping to establish contact with them in preparation for a fresh
offensive. Toledo, now in the hands of the insurgents, is likely
to fall at any moment, as the water-supply has been cut off.
Both sides are silent about the insurgent stronghold of Saragossa,
which is very strongly fortified and seems to be the key posi-
tion of the military situation. The Government are moving up
great masses of men for the attack from all directions, but they
are handicapped by lack of munitions, organisation, and train-
ing, and rely chiefly on deserters from the insurgent rank-and-
file. In Madrid people have faced the situation with great
courage. Markets are open and cinemas and theatres in full
swing.
A french plea for neutrality
A French Note to Great Britain makes a "pressing appeal
for the rapid adoption and rigid observance of an agreed
arrangement for non-intervention in Spain."
A cold holiday
The weather generally over the holiday has been wretched.
Nevertheless, traffic by railway and road is heavier than ever.
A judge's fraud
A bank manager at Charleroi, in Belgium, was ingeniously
deceived. He received a telephone message from a "Judge
Gregoire" of Brussels telling him that a search was being made
for forged i,ooo-franc notes, many of which were in circulation
at Charleroi. The bank manager was instructed to bring to the
judge for verification all the i,ooo-franc notes recently received
by his bank. He went to the law-courts, where the "judge"
was waiting for him. The "judge" then asked for the 160
i,ooo-franc notes to be handed over for examination. The bank
manager, thinking the matter somewhat strange, told the story
to the bdtonnier—the head of the Bar—who suspected a fraud.
They returned to the law-courts together as the "judge" was
coming down the stairs. He saluted them with great respect,
but the bdtonnier asked for his papers and the fraud was dis-
covered. The "judge" actually was a penniless commercial
traveller. He was therefore obliged to return to the law-court
to hand back the i,ooo-franc notes. He is now under arrest.
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